
 

 

Most Northsiders know that 
Tristan & Leslie Block are    
expecting their third child, a boy 
they’ve named Calum. And since 
it’s a high risk pregnancy, Leslie 
has to stay at Wesley Medical 
Center until he is born, hopefully 
no sooner than six weeks from 
now, around July 20. 

On April 29 Leslie and Calum 
underwent successful fetal    
surgery in Denver. Afterwards 
Leslie was back home for a 
while, but when her water broke 
way too early, her doctors put 
her in the hospital to monitor 
her and give her medicine to 
keep Calum in the womb as long 
as possible.  

As you can imagine, there are a 
lot of things the Blocks need 
help with, especially prayers! 

1. Leslie could use 
visits between 
noon and 6pm. In 
the mornings she 
is often asleep due 
to medication, and 
in the evenings she 
usually gets to see 
Tristan, Isla and 
Andrew. But her 
afternoons are 
often lonely. If you 
go, call or text Leslie at       
573-2656 to find out where 
she is that day and to make 
sure it’s a good time to visit.  

2. If you visit at mealtime, ask if 
she’d like you to bring food to 
eat together. Leslie appreciates 
breaks from hospital food. 
She also enjoys games, so 
think about bringing one to 
play with her.  
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3. Tristan 
would welcome 
freezer meals 
he can put in 
the crock pot 
or oven. 

4. Do you like 
to babysit? 
Leslie is fine 
with visits from 
parents and 
kids, but some-

times it’s nice to have kid-free 
visits. If you’d be willing to 
watch a mom’s kids while she 
visits Leslie, call or text     
Jennifer Douglas.  

5. Tristan could use some help 
cleaning the house each week. 
If you want to take a turn, tell 
Jennifer Douglas.  

6. Their yard is being mowed, but 
weeding and gardening help is 
needed. Call or text Donna     
Harrold at 650-3404 to volunteer. 

7. They can use gift cards to       
restaurants near the hospital, like 
Chipotle, Panera, Freddy’s,    
McDonalds, or Wendy’s. 

8. Stacey Herrington is making busy 
baskets. If you’d like to contribute 
a game, book, or gift card to buy 
something online, see Stacey. 

Jennifer Douglas is coordinating 
the help being provided for the 
Blocks. Call or text her at         
207-7139 to volunteer or ask  
questions. 

Please remember there are always 
Northside members who are in the 
hospital, nursing home, or shut in 
who would also love to have visits. 

Isla celebrating her fourth   
birthday with Mommy, Daddy 
and Andrew in the hospital 
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On May 31 Mike Ward officially began 
working as Northside’s new youth   
minister. The inside of this issue of It’s 
Your Serve is dedicated to helping you 
get to know Mike and his family. 

The Wards had the opportunity to meet 
a lot of Northsiders at Family Camp a 
few days before Mike’s official first day. 
Then on just the second day of Mike’s 
new job he hit the ground running 
(literally) as Toby mentored him on the 
fine art of running Wichita Workcamp.  

Now that Mike finally has time to 
breathe and set up his office, he was 
gracious enough to answer a few    
questions about himself and his family 
so we can all get to know them better. 

What is something interesting 
that most people don’t know 
about you? 

Well, there’s really not a lot about me 
that I think would qualify as interesting, 
but I suppose being able to sing the 
prepositions (location words) in      
alphabetical order to the tune of 
“Yankee Doodle” might come close…
or not. Kayla is way more interesting 
than I am. Her high school marching 
band (she played clarinet) marched in 
George W. Bush’s inaugural parade in 
2001 and that year they won a Grammy. 

What are the ages, interests, and 
personalities of your children? 

Lyla is four and enjoys anything Disney 
Princess related. She also enjoys books, 
arts and crafts, organizing her toys, and 
bossing Liam around. Hmm…She 
might make a good teacher! Liam is two 
and enjoys climbing on things (Daddy), 
cuddling (Mommy), hitting things 
(Daddy), doing puzzles (Mommy), head 
butting things (Daddy), napping (with 
Mommy), and throwing things (at   
Daddy). You know… normal boy stuff. 

How did you and  
Kayla meet? Was it 
love at first sight? 

We met at Midwestern 
State University (MSU) in 
Wichita Falls at a back-to-
school gathering at the 
Church of Christ Student 
Center. It was the start of 
my junior year and her 
sophomore year. I wouldn’t 
exactly call it “love at first 
sight;” it was more like, 
“love at first dive.” At the 
gathering we were playing 
volleyball. Kayla and I were 
across the net from one 
another and during a volley 

I fell awkwardly to the ground in a    
feeble attempt at a dive. Kayla         
sarcastically chuckled and said to me, 
“Nice dive,” and then casually rotated 
to the next position. I just knew it was 
meant to be! 

 

 

What did you major in and when 
did you graduate from college? 

I spent my first two years as a business 
major, but during that time I changed 
my mind often. I finally decided on a 
degree in history with a minor in social 
studies (in conjunction with teacher 
certification). Since I changed majors I 
lost a bit of ground, plus by going the 
education route I ended up adding a 
semester of student teaching. So      
ultimately it took me five years and I 
graduated in May 2007. Kayla’s heart 
was always to pursue an art degree with 
teacher certification. In fact, she chose 
MSU because they have an excellent art 
program. It also took her five years 
because art labs are long classes that can 
only be taken a few at a time, plus she 
had to do a semester of student     
teaching. Kayla graduated in May 2008. 

Mike & Kayla Ward and their children Lyla and Liam 

Let the passing of the baton begin! 

Lyla and Liam Ward 
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Where were you living and  
working before coming to 
Northside? 

I was a 7th & 8th grade history teacher 
and coach in Wichita Falls for six years 
and Kayla was a 6th, 7th, & 8th grade art 
teacher for five years in Burkburnett, 
north of Wichita Falls. But then we 
decided to move to Lubbock to attend 
Sunset International Bible Institute. We 
were there July 2013 through May 2015. 

Why did you decide to change 
careers and become a youth  
minister? 

Throughout my six years of teaching 
and coaching I kept having the thought 
that there’s got to be more than this. I 
eventually realized that full-time youth 
ministry would be a way for me to still 
be a teacher and work with teens, but in 
an environment where I would have 
more freedom to teach the things which 
truly matter – namely, God’s Word. I 
think God had been placing that burden 
on my heart over and over again while 
simultaneously working on Kayla’s 
heart. When she started teaching she 
never once thought about being a     

stay-at-home-mom. But once Lyla came 
along and spent more time at daycare 
than with us, God placed a burden on 
Kayla’s heart to want to be home. It’s 
amazing to look back and see how our 
burdens matched up at just the right 
time – God’s time. So we quit our 
teaching jobs, raised support from   
family, friends, and churches, and   
headed off to Sunset! 

What goals do you have for the 
youth group? 

It’s tough to set any long-term goals in 
my situation, other than to simply strive 
to follow the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28:18-20, where we are told to 
“make disciples” and “teach them all 
that Jesus commanded.” Short-term it 
will be important for me to take the 
time to build relationships with the 
teens, their families, and the church, 
because without a foundation our  
building won’t stand. Of course, I 
dream of things like healthy/steady 
growth, discipleship, and unity, but 
those will remain dreams unless there is 
action. That doesn’t happen overnight, 
though, so I am viewing my ministry as 
a marathon rather than a sprint.  

Upcoming Events 
 

JUNE 
• 28 New Members’ Class 
  

JULY 
• 8 Maxwell Welcome Back 
  Party & Baby Shower 

• 12 Sandlin/Dioneda Shower 

• 27 Sandlin/Dioneda Wedding 

• 26 Teen Camp Starts 
 

AUGUST 
• 9 Kindergarten Grad. 

• 23 New Members’ Class 

• 30 7th Grade Welcome to 
  the Youth Group 

Mike & Kayla were married August 5, 2006 

(Above) Mike proves 
he can belly flop 

with the best of them 
at the youth group’s 

summer kickoff 

(Left) Mike enjoys 
some homemade 
ice cream at the      
summer kickoff 



learning the Bible, but it takes a 
lot of adult volunteers to make 
it work. Will YOU help? 

Safari Teachers commit to 
teaching both Sundays and 
Wednesdays, but for only three 
weeks at a time! Plus, they get 
to choose the workshop that 
best fits their interests and 
skills. Workshops include   
Storytelling, Creation Station, 
Music/Memory, Drama,    
Geography, and Games. Props 
and lessons are provided for 
the teacher, so all they must do 
is review the lesson and      
prepare to teach it.  

Safari Guides are volunteers 
who work with the children 
both Sunday and Wednesday 
for a six-week period, but there 
is very little outside work or 
preparation required. Guides 
travel with one class group to 

By Norma Banning  

“Safari to the Son” is the name 
of Northside’s workshop   
rotation model for teaching 1st 
through 4th grade children. The 
children LOVE this way of 

each of the six workshops, so 
they get to know the students 
while helping the teachers. 
This is an especially good job 
for older members.  

The Guide’s job is to greet the 
kids as they come to class, 
hand out name tags, take   
prayer requests and lead a  
prayer, take attendance, review 
the lesson, and handle any  
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Each quarter this article will focus 

on your opportunities to serve in 

different ministries led by our 

deacons and ministry leaders.  

discipline problems so the 
teacher can teach. The 
Guide also provides an extra 
pair of hands to help with 
drama reenactment, crafts, 
games, and projects. 

Safari to the Son 

Guides Kim Allen and Cathy Hall lead songs in the Creation 
Station workshop 

Want to help with Safari? 
Sign up at the Activities 
Corner or contact me at 

250-0197. 


