
7 Simple Steps 
Every year we graduate a class of students in the spring and bring on a new class in the fall.  It is the transitional nature of a youth 
group.  Over the past years, it has been noticed that some students become very active, and become outstanding leaders.  Others 
come and go and we barely recognize who they are.  Do you ever wonder what your child will be?  The answer to that question is in 
your hands.  Here are seven simple steps that you can take to ensure your child leaves the youth group a better Christian, a stronger 
leader and ultimately a spiritually mature Christian adult ready to participate fully in God’s kingdom. 

1. Show Up:  This is the simplest way to connect to the youth group.  Plan for your teen to come to class, worship, 

devotionals, activities, retreats and camps.  The more they are used to coming, the easier it is.  The less they come, 

the harder and harder it is to feel accepted.  Typically the ones that complain “I don’t have any friends at church!” 

are the ones that don’t come to church events — go figure! 

2. Stay Informed:  Take 15 minutes a week and you can know everything going on in the youth group.  Read your 

bulletin (5 minutes) for announcements, check your email (5 minutes) in our weekly parent/teen youth group 

update, and stop by the teen board (5 minutes) to make sure your teen is signed up.  If you have more time, we’re 

also on Facebook & Twitter.   

3. Get Involved:  In a typical calendar year, we have possibly 75-100 events planned for the 7th-12th grade.  That 

means we have 75-100 opportunities for you to be involved.  We need drivers, sponsors, devotional hosts, teachers, 

meal makers, decorators, mentors, & parent team volunteers. “I’m not a leader!”  Great!  We LOVE willing followers. 

4. Come Often:  A lot of our student ministry centers around church meeting times—especially in the school year.  

We do this because we know that families are very busy these days.  So, if you haven’t been, make Sunday 

mornings, Sunday nights and Wednesday nights a priority in your calendar.  Also, set this expectation with your 

teens—no jobs where you have to work during these times, no activities with rehearsals or practices during these 

times.  Right now, you are setting the example for lifelong spiritual priorities in your child.   

5. Prioritize:  What is most important to you as a parent?  Do you want your child to be socially accepted?  Do you 

want him to excel in academics?  Are you hoping she is the next big thing in music?  Ultimately, the most important 

thing is that your child learns to love God and love others.  The world we live in today offers many attractive 

distractions from that goal.  Make it your goal that you and your house will serve the Lord FIRST. 

6. Communicate:  You can reach me at the church building (316.838.5200), email, or cell phone (940.867.8326).  I 

am here to minister to teens and their families.  Let me know if I can help you by discussing a particular topic in 

class, taking a teen out for a coke, coming to a ball game or recital, or ministering in some other way. 

7. Teen Camp:  The biggest event of the year is Teen Camp.  We load the youth group on a bus or two and head out 

to Golden, Colorado to spend a week on the mountaintop getting closer to God and each other.  Teen Camp is 

normally around the 1st week of August so please mark it down.  It’s hard to describe the teen camp experience in 

just a paragraph.  But, it is, without a doubt, the spiritual high-point of the year.  Teens that go, grow spiritually and 

are active in the youth group—rarely is there an exception to that.     
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