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Wes Decker (blue shirt) and his
family setting up breakfast.

In November 2011 Wes Decker,
his wife, Amy, and their children
decided to stop being part of the
“frozen chosen,” as he puts it.
According to Wes, they wanted
to find a way to let the homeless
in Wichita know people care
about them.
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help the Deckers
a while to find a
ensure someone
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else showed up
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out to them, but
ministry, please call in their place.
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On occasion
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they have also
serve hot biscuits,
handed out
gravy, and coffee every Saturday
sleeping bags, coats, hats, gloves,
morning in a downtown park at
backpacks, and blankets when
the corner of William and
they could.
Douglas. The Deckers knew
Wes said 25-65 people typically
other groups served evening
show up to eat. When they
meals, so they thought providing
launched the ministry, the
breakfast would fill a need.
Deckers were flying solo, but
When they started this ministry,
eventually Amy’s parents started
one homeless person said, “A lot to help. At some point a family
of people come down here to
from another congregation
help us, but we never know for
joined in and eventually assumed
sure when they’ll be back.”
responsibility for providing most
Hearing that motivated the
of the meals, but the Deckers
Deckers to make every effort to
have continued to handle one
be at the park every Saturday at
breakfast a month. Other

members from Northside,
including Brent & Laurel
Clothier and their boys, have
also been helping.
“With this outreach program we
offer encouragement, validation,
hope and prayer,” said Wes,
“and we’ve seen some amazing
blessings come from the work
God is doing through us. We’ve
seen a couple of marriages
mended, some of our
‘customers’ have found homes,
and some have found jobs.”
Coffee,
biscuits,
and
gravy
taste
good on
a cold
morning.
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Archie Mauck directing the Northside Singers at the 75th Jubilee on September 28, 2014

At the typical Northside wedding or
funeral there are people in the audience
who are non-members. Some are
members of a different church of
Christ, but some belong to other
religious organizations and aren’t
familiar with our practices.
At those events, if the Northside
Singers provide the music, it’s fun to
watch the faces of guests who aren’t
used to a cappella singing and it’s
interesting to hear their comments. It’s
very common to hear something like,
“Wow! I didn’t know singing without
instruments could be that good!”
The Northside Singers have a long
tradition of providing music for
weddings, funerals, and special events.
The group is co-directed by Archie
Mauck and Karen Wagner. Archie
usually handles funerals and Karen
directs most of the wedding groups. For
most events there are three to five
singers on each part, or 12 to 20 total.

With any group like this it’s a good idea
to regularly recruit and train new
members. With that in mind, Archie
and Karen would like to invite qualified
Northsiders to attend a series of
Wednesday rehearsals after the
devotionals on September 9, 16, 23, and
30 in Room 202.
If you are out of high school, have
experience singing in a chorus or other
musical group, and know how to read
music, please consider attending these
rehearsals to learn more about the
Northside Singers and find out if you
would enjoy participating. You don’t
have to be able to read music to sing
with the group, but it will be much
easier for you to learn the music if you
do.
Those who sing with the group need to
be able to follow a director and sing on
pitch. The group always uses microphones, so they don’t need loud voices;
they need singers who can blend.

Those considering joining the
Northside Singers need to be aware that
being a part of the group is a big
responsibility. Singers usually rehearse
five or six times for a wedding, and they
often get together to practice a day or
two before a funeral. The group usually
performs music it already knows, but
they are frequently called on to learn
new music, too. Since funerals are
normally conducted on weekdays,
singing at a funeral usually requires
taking time off from work or other
responsibilities.
It should also be emphasized that
Northside Singers consider their work
to be a ministry. They are usually not
compensated for their time and effort,
but instead are honored to be able to
use their God-given singing talents as a
way to serve others.
Should YOU be in the Northside
Singers? Come to Room 202 on
Wed., Sep. 9, at 7:15 to find out.
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Upcoming Events
AUGUST
• 24
• 26
• 30

New Step Study begins
New Wed classes start
7th grade welcome

SEPTEMBER
• 11,12
• 15
• 20

Mauck cookouts
Tue ladies’ class starts
New members’ dinner

OCTOBER
• 7
•
•
•
•

“We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors.”
A very quiet but active group of volunteers
at Northside takes its name from this quote
of Paul’s found in 2 Cor. 5:20. If you’ve
never heard of the Ambassadors or want to
know more about this ministry, please read
on.

meeting, team members make the contacts
through personal visits, phone calls, or by
sending cards. They are encouraged to
complete the contacts within 10 days.
When a contact has been completed, the
team member documents the results
online using a computer or in a written
report.

The Ambassadors have two goals:
1. Help Northside’s guests feel welcome.
2. Offer encouragement to some of
Northside’s members.

Volunteers who are unable to participate
on a team can still be involved by making
phone calls or sending cards to those in
need of support.

What do Ambassadors do? Ambassador
volunteers who are able are assigned to
teams, and each team meets one Monday
every month to enjoy a group meal and
receive contact assignments. After the

The first priority of the ministry is to
contact those who visit Northside.
However, a very key second priority is to
visit, call, or send cards to the following
types of Northside members: New
members of the church, babes in Christ
who must have adequate attention to
grow, older saints who are lonely or may
have special needs, and homebound saints
who are easily neglected.

16-17
18
25
30

Wed ladies’ class starts
Wed night meals start
Ladies’ retreat @ SMC
WWW/God kickoff
Area-wide worship
Fall Festival

We need YOUR help! If you have the
gift of hospitality or compassion, please
consider becoming an Ambassador to
help welcome our guests and encourage
members who might be lonely or in need
of support.
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Each quarter this article will focus
on your opportunities to serve in
different ministries led by our
deacons and ministry leaders.

Wednesday Night Meals

Here are two things you need
to know about the meals:
1. They will be served from
5:30 to 6:30 pm.
2. The recommended donation
is $4.00 for ages 11+, $2.50
for 3-10, and free for 0-2.
PLEASE write on your
Sunday morning attendance
card the number of adults
and kids from your family
who will be eating. If you
plan to attend the meal but did
not turn in a card, please call
the church office by Monday
so the cooks can make sure
there is enough food.

By Cheryl Laughary
After giving our cooks some
time off, Northside’s
Wednesday night meals will
start again October 7! This is
your opportunity for great
food AND great fellowship!

Seven different menus will be
served this fall, with the last
meal served on November 18.
Entrees will include: roast beef,
parmesan chicken, lasagna,
BBQ meatballs, chicken
enchiladas, chili/hotdogs, and
chicken & noodles.

Please note that Wednesday
night meals will not be served
this coming winter/spring.
By the way, the money you
donate for these meals not
only covers the cost of your
food, it also pays for meals we
deliver to a number of senior
members at home and meals
for church family needs that
arise each week.
If you’d like to help with this
ministry, here’s where we could
use volunteers:
1. Cleaning the kitchen one
morning in September –
This will involve cleaning
and defrosting three freezers
and two refrigerators,
emptying and cleaning out all
cabinets and the pantry, and
cleaning two ovens and
the warmer.

2. Making homemade
noodles one morning in
September for the
chicken & noodles meal
served in November.
3. Meal prep and setup for
a couple of hours on the
mornings of the days
meals are served.
4. Serving – Help is needed
to serve the meals, sign in
those who are eating, and
carry food and drinks for
those who need help.
5. Cleanup – We need help
washing and drying
dishes, mopping and
vacuuming floors, starting
laundry, carrying out
trash, etc.

To volunteer, call
Cheryl at 729-4533!

